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 Christmas Quiz 2005 – Question Paper 

 

 
 
Your Name…………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………… 

Questions 
Circle legibly the number in 
the column on the right with 
your answer 

1. Music Question 1: Who is the singer singing this song? Anastacia  
Joss Stone 
Katie Melua 
K D Lang 

1 
2 
3 
4 

2. Music Question 2:……and where was she born? Belfast 
Texas  
New York 
Georgia 

1 
2 
3 
4 

3. Music Question 3: Italy's Domenico Modugno sang “Nel blu, dipinto di blu”, 
better known as “Volare” in the Eurovision song contest. 
In which year’s song contest was it sung? 

1958 
1968 
1978 
1988 

1 
2 
3 
4 

4. Music Question 4: This singer featured on the Microsoft Windows 95 
installation CD-ROM in a multimedia video clip singing the song “Good 
Times”. What is the singer’s name? 

Sheryl Crowe 
Elkie Brooks 
Edie Brickell 
Shania Twain 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5. Music Question 5: This stirring musical prelude is from which Richard 
Wagner opera? 

The Flying Dutchman 
Tannhauser 
Die Walkure 
Lohengrin 

1 
2 
3 
4 

6. Who is the Editor of The Times newspaper? Simon Jenkins 
Robert Thomson 
Peter Stothard 
Charles Moore 

1 
2 
3 
4 

7. Which is the first country to allow its citizens to vote over the Internet 
during national elections? 

Estonia  
Finland  
Germany  
Lithuania 

1 
2 
3 
4 

8. The acclaimed film “The Madness of King George” refers to which English 
king? 

George I 
George II 
George III 
George IV 

1 
2 
3 
4 

9. If when researching old genealogical records a death certificate gave the 
cause of death as “Ague.” What in modern terms would that person have 
died of? 

Appendicitis 
An Epileptic Fit 
A Stroke 
Malaria 

1 
2 
3 
4 

10. “Deva” is the Roman name for which town? Dover 
Dorchester 
Chester 
Bath  

1 
2 
3 
4 
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11 What is the meaning of the adjective "lambent"? Beautifully warm 

Radiantly beautiful 
Softly gleaming 
Warmly soft 

1 
2 
3 
4 

12 Microsoft has recently selected a name for the next version of its 
Windows operating system. 
What is it?  

Windows Viewer 
Windows Longhorn 
Windows Watcher 
Windows Vista 

1 
2 
3 
4 

13 The film “Contact” starring Jodie Foster is based on a book by which 
author? 

Carl Sagan 
Pierre Boulle 
Isaac Asimov 
H G Wells 

1 
2 
3 
4 

14 Lewis Carroll, the author of Alice in Wonderland, was actually Charles 
Lutwidge Dodgson, an Oxford University lecturer. He lectured in what 
field? 

The Psychology of 
Dreams 
Mathematics 
Religious Studies 
Theoretical Physics 

 
1 
2 
3 
4 

15 A new book by Alison Weir is titled “Isabella, She-Wolf of France, Queen 
of England”. Isabella was the daughter of Philip IV of France, and 
became queen of England at the age of 12 when she married which king 
of England? 

Richard II 
Edward II 
Edward III 
Henry III 

1 
2 
3 
4 

16 Which mathematician is acknowledged to be largely responsible for 
breaking the German Enigma codes and created a test that provided a 
foundation for artificial intelligence? 

George Boole 
Charles Babbage 
Alan Turing  
John von Neumann 

1 
2 
3 
4 

17 The World Wide Web extension IE is allocated to which country? Italy  
Ireland  
Israel  
Iceland 

1 
2 
3 
4 

18 The film “The English Patient” was directed by Anthony Minghella who 
also wrote the screenplay. Who wrote the book on which the film was 
based? 

Anthony Minghella  
Michael Ondaatje  
Jerzy Kosinski  
Frank Abagnale 

1 
2 
3 
4 

19 Which British prime minister had the most children? Bonar Law 
William Pitt 
Earl Grey 
Lord Salisbury 

1 
2 
3 
4 

20 Who was known as “The Desert Fox”?  T. E. Lawrence 
Anwar Sadat 
Erwin Rommel 
Bernard Montgomery 

1 
2 
3 
4 
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