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Our Very Own 21st Anniversary

As mentioned in the last ROM we seem re-
cently to have had a variety of anniversaries of
one sort of another — | mentioned anniversa-
ries such as the Falk-
lands conflict, the
Queen’s Silver Jubi-
lee, death of Diana etc.

However in January
2008 we (the Guild-
ford PC User Group)
celebrate our very own
21st anniversary since
the foundation of the
Group way back in
1987, and if you are
old enough to remem-
ber what computing
was about in those
days it was when Win-
dows was in its in-
fancy as Windows 2 and DOS 3.3 ruled su-
preme (both were introduced in April 1987).

So take time out to raise a glass to celebrate
21 years of Group activities!

Secretary’s Meetings Notes

Monday 8th October 2007 - Excel/Access. On
Monday 8th October Francis Jacques, our treasurer,
enjoys cycle racing in his spare time and combines

this with his computer
knowledge to organise cycle
races of various lengths
with up to 120 participants.
On Monday 8th October he
demonstrated how the docu-
mentation is prepared using
Access 2000 and Excel
2000. All the potential com-
petitors have to enter with a
form giving name, address,
club, date of birth, past best
time for this length of race,
etc. From this information
he sets up an Access data-
base with additional fields
for handicap, start time,
likely finishing time and
order of start. From this database he produces a
Query to extract the additional information from the
tables in accordance with criteria such as the for-
mula for determining handicaps, the likely finishing
time and order of start. The data is then transferred
to Excel in order to produce the start sheets to be

(Continued on page 2)

NEXT MEETING — Monday
10th December 2007 at 7.45 p.m.

Christmas Quiz

With the start of the festive season it's time
again for our annual Christmas Quiz with some very
attractive and valuable prizes to be won. The Two
top prizes have a street value of over £150 each!
Companies donating prizes this year include Micro-
soft, Logitech, Corel and others. A small charge for
entry to the quiz will be made on the night (one
entry per person). To allow for latecomers the
Quiz will start at 8.35pm.

Before the quiz we’ll have a demo of Microsoft's
new “Acceleration Pack” add-on for Microsoft Flight
Simulator X.

Please bring a friend — and being Christmas, in
place of chocolate biscuits we’ll have free warm
mince pies.

Don't like mince pies? Chocolate biscuits, coffee
& tea are free.

ROM is now only available as a full-colour .pdf download from the Group web page at:
www.guildfordpcusergroup.co.uk

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday
of each month at 7.45pm at the
Stoughton Youth Club and Community
Centre (opposite “The Royal” — Pub)
Worplesdon Road (A322), Guildford.

Forthcoming Meetings

Monday 14th January 2008 at 7.45 pm

Movie making using Microsoft's
Movie Maker software.
Monday 11th February 2008 at 7.45pm
In preparation
Monday 10th March 2008
To be announced
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distributed to the competitors prior to the
race and the result sheets afterwards. An Ac-
cess report is used to print the competitors
name, address and competition number on
envelopes which are fed directly into a
printer.

A very interesting evening.

Monday 12" November 2007 - Lexmark
X4550 All-in-One. On Monday 12 Novem-
ber Tony Hawes demonstrated the Lexmark
X4550 All-in-One, this is a combined printer,
scanner, copier and fax machine which also
has a built-in 802.11g Wi-Fi for wireless
printing. With multi-function devices fast
gaining popularity among home users most
printer manufacturers have a range of similar
All-in-One Multi Function Devices (MFDs).

The Lexmark X4550, first available about
April 2007 at over £120 can now be pur-
chased for slightly less than £70. This was
demonstrated using a USB connection rather
than with the use of the Wi-Fi facility as
Tony had found difficulty in establishing a
reliable Wi-Fi link between his notebook and
printer. First he showed the capability of the
flatbed scanner including a simple Copy us-
ing the X4550’s front panel button; this was
particularly quick with an accurate copy of
the original emerging within seconds. He

then showed how well the optical character recog-
nition (OCR) software (Abbyy FineReader 6 which
is bundled and installed by default from the installa-
tion CD) worked, this impressively scanned and
converted a magazine article into a Microsoft Word
document in very short order — ideal if one wants
to copy an article and extract content for later edit-
ing in Word. Other features demonstrated included
the normal scan of a photo for saving to one’s hard
disk; using the Import function for importing files
from a memory card and how to use the quite com-
prehensive editing features of the installed Lexmark
editing suite.

In normal use the printer uses two cartridges, one
colour and one black. For higher quality colour
photo printing it’s possible to install a separate Col-
our Photo cartridge. Colour printing using only the
basic cartridges was demonstrated and the quality
was considered to be more than satisfactory. Digital
media memory card slots (SD and CF) let one print
direct from the card without a computer being con-
nected. The provision of a PictBridge socket along-
side the memory card slots allows the connection of
a digital camera with a PictBridge connection, in
this way photos can be printed directly from the
camera. The fax facility, of course, requires a fax
modem in the computer.

The basic cartridges cost about £15 each.

The Lexmark X4550 “All-in-One” is a versatile
all-rounder for the price.

New from Steganos

|
Steganos launches Steganos Internet Security
2008 and Steganos AntiVirus 2008: compre-
hensive protection against viruses, hackers,
spyware and spam

Launch discount offer cuts the cost of PC
protection for the first 5,000 new customers for
each application.

November 2007 — Steganos, leader in pro-
viding security and privacy software for con-
sumers and SMEs, has launched Steganos Inter-
net Security 2008 and Steganos AntiVirus 2008,
the latest generations of its software for com-
plete protection from online threats.

Steganos Internet Security 2008 offers com-
prehensive, fast and value-for-money protection
against spam, spyware, hackers and computer
viruses. The integrated AntiSpyware application
recognises spyware and adware. Potentially
unwanted programs, adware, Trojans, worms
and keyloggers are all detected using the latest
analysis techniques. The integrated firewall
controls the network connections and blocks
attacks from hackers or Trojans. Steganos Inter-
net Security 2008 also includes Steganos Anti-
Virus 2008.

Steganos AntiVirus 2008, available separately
as well as forming part of the Steganos Internet
Security 2008 suite, protects the computer from
script, macro, file and boot sector viruses in real
time. It offers several layers of protection:

The resident protection deactivates viruses by super-
vising the copying, opening and storage of files. As
soon as a virus is discovered, Steganos AntiVirus 2008
stops the current process and stops the virus from acti-
vating.

The automatic virus removal eliminates or disinfects
virus-infected files and other threats such as Trojans or
worms.

The email scanner examines incoming and outgoing
emails and is compatible with all SMTP/POP3 based
email clients, including Microsoft Outlook, Outlook
Express and Eudora. The email scanner is compatible
with encrypted connections that use SSL.

The automatic spam and phishing filter keeps the
inbox clean by ensuring that such emails are marked
as spam.

Individual and scheduled virus tests enable addi-
tional user-defined scanning alongside the automatic
checks.

Steganos’s technology uses a combination of virus
scan, heuristic matching and generic detection to en-
sure that no virus goes undiscovered. Suspicious files
are quarantined to prevent an infection and the virus
data bank is regularly updated to ensure that the soft-
ware can always detect the latest threats.

There are two user modes: the basic mode offers
maximum protection for minimal work and the profes-
sional mode provides maximum flexibility for more
advanced users who would like to configure as much

(Continued on page 3)
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as they can themselves. The intelligent scan
function in Steganos AntiVirus 2008 can be
used to determine which data should be
permitted or blocked, so that users can
compile their own black list and white list.

Both Steganos AntiVirus 2008 and Steg-
anos Internet Security 2008 include a year
of automatic updates to ensure that the
software is always up to date. If a new ver-
sion of the software is released within that
year, users can update to the next version of
the software for free.

Aston Fallen, CEO, Steganos, said: “A
world without the internet and email would
be unthinkable today. But the price we pay
for near-instant communication and con-
stant connectivity is the onslaught of vi-
ruses, hackers, spam and phishing attacks.
We’ve seen a change in recent years.
Whereas early viruses were a nuisance that
slowed the PC or broke the operating sys-
tem, today’s viruses are much more likely
to attempt to steal e-commerce or shopping
data. There is a criminal motive now,
which means nobody can afford to be com-
placent. With the latest releases of Steganos
AntiVirus and Steganos Internet Security,
we are providing the peace of mind that
people need to safely exploit the full poten-
tial of the internet.”

Editor’s Note: Steganos AntiVirus 2007
(the previous version) was based on the
well-regarded Kaspersky Personal Edition
AntiVirus. Whether Steganos AntiVirus
2008 continues to use Kaspersky's AV en-
gine remains to be seen.

Pricing
Steganos Internet Security 2008

e Special offer for the first 5,000 users:
£19.95

e Normal price: £29.95
e Upgrade: £17.95
Steganos AntiVirus 2008

e Special offer for the first 5,000 users:

£14.95
e Normal price: £19.95
e Upgrade: £11.95

System Requirements

Windows XP Home Edition (from Service
Pack 2), Windows XP Professional (from
Service Pack 2), Windows XP 64 bit, Win-
dows Vista 32/64 bit

Screen resolution of at least 800x600, at
least high colour (16 bit)

At least Pentium or comparable CPU
Mouse or other pointing device

70MB free hard disk space for installation
At least 256MB RAM

Internet access

Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.5 or higher

Steganos Launches Free
Desktop Encryption Software

With the new Steganos Safe One, users
can protect up to 2GB of important or sensi-
tive data from prying eyes — absolutely free.

19th November 2007 - Steganos, leader in
providing security and privacy software for
consumers and SMEs, has launched Steg-
anos Safe One, a freeware version of its
leading encryption product Steganos Safe.
The new release will allow users to enjoy
Steganos’s world famous encryption and
protection, and it won’t cost them a penny.

Steganos Safe One is flexible and easy to
use, giving people a simple and stress-free
way to protect their data. Users can create
two large virtual drives of a gigabyte each,
in which to store documents, music, images,
or any other data they wish to be kept se-
cure. These fully encrypted Steganos Safes
are independent of each other and offer a
wide range of flexible features and options,
designed to maximise security and ensure
the safety of the data.

The application features a fully integrated
password generator, capable of producing
truly secure passwords, appropriate to indi-

vidual users’ requirements. If users wish to
create their own passwords, a multilingual
built-in dictionary will recognise unsafe pass-
words and warn against them.

Portable devices, such as the iPod, USB
sticks, digital cameras or PDAs, can be used
as keys to open the safe.

Other features include Steganos PicPass, an
innovative way to use images as a password.
By using PicPass, users can memorise a se-
quence of images in order to open their Safe.
Steganos Safe One fully supports Microsoft
Windows XP for the x64 processor architec-
ture, and encrypts data with 256 bit AES, a
highly secure encryption algorithm.

Aston Fallen, CEO of Steganos, said:
“Almost everybody has private or personal
data on their computers, and it is becoming
increasingly important to find ways to protect
that information from other users. Whether it
is encrypting data on a laptop in case of theft
or loss, or protecting sensitive or personal
information from co-users on a desktop com-
puter, Steganos is there to help. Steganos Safe
One allows users to experience real peace of
mind, secure in the knowledge that their pri-
vacy is protected, and without them having to
spend anything to do so.”

For users who have larger data volumes,
there is an upgrade path to Steganos Safe
2008, which offers an unlimited number of
safes with a capacity of up to 256GB each.
USB sticks can be used as mobile Safes, and
encrypted data can be burned onto CD, DVD,
and the 8.5GB capacity DVD-DL disks. Steg-
anos Safe 2008 also includes Steganos Shred-
der, meaning that any unwanted data can be
completely destroyed, leaving no data on the
disk’s free space that can be reconstituted.
Steganos Safe 2008 can be downloaded and
purchased from Steganos’s website
(www.steganos.com) for £24.99.

Steganos Safe One is completely free, and is
available now for download at
Wwww.steganos.com.

MCAfee TOta.I PI‘OteCtIOI’l 2008 Reviewed by Tony Hawes

We has a preview of McAfee’s Total
Protection 2008 in the last issue of ROM
and commented that a review copy was
due. The review copy arrived and | had a
chance to put it through its paces. But first
an overview of what Mc Afee claims.

Overview

e McAfee Total Protection offers 12-in-1
prevention and protection for your
identity, children online, PC, and online
experience.

e Advises you about unsafe websites
Advises you about unsafe websites

e Stays securely up-to-date on the latest
enhancements and threat updates with

McAfee’s Security as a Service (SaS).

e Easily add and manage security for mul-
tiple PCs in your home.

e Protects your online experience so you
can surf the web, shop, bank, email and
instant message safely and securely.

e Intercepts prohibited websites, unwanted
activity and offensive pictures to keep
your family safe.

e Backs Up & Restores Files. Automated
back-up and one-click restore to protect
your photos, music and important files.

e Enhanced and streamlined security per-
forms faster and requires less of your
computer’s resources than previous ver-
sions.

e Home Network Protection monitors your
entire network for security weaknesses
and lets you easily share files and printers.

McAfee Total Protection provides compre-

hensive, proactive 12-in-1 security that guards
what you value and with McAfee SiteAdvisor
Plus actively shields your PC from interaction
with dangerous websites. Continuously and
automatically updating, McAfee service helps
prevent online hacker attacks with the latest
protection. Also, it features a back-up and
restore capability for computer crashes and
environmental mishaps.

McAfee Total Protection includes multi-user
“Parental Controls,” protection from identity
(Continued on page 4)
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Mchfee SecurityCenter *
) vware 2 ;
) ftetelltes e I Installation Complete Trejan Removed
i compster s ® Chek vy ey o o efl s v inle. i
i Updates for these programs have been installed: McAfee has automatically blocked and removed a
@ e @ Trojan.
3-User McAfee Total Protection
- @ About this Trojan
—— Detected: Generic Dropper.| (Trojan), Generic
H o= @ Dropper.| (Trojan)
Location: 1\3D Arctic Bear Advanced Screensaver
v1.85\arctic_bear_advanced.exe

B onton. @ [ Do not show this alert again Trojans appear as legitimate programs but can
damage valuable files, disrupt performance, and
The Am | Protected? Box allow unauthorized access to your computer.
(Continued from page 3) Updates Installed Box: L e =
theft, spam and scams. With McAfee’s I]
security service you always have the latest

enhancements and threat updates that

blocks viruses and spyware. Also, it in- My test “Genetic Dropper” Trojan has been

detected, blocked and removed before it

cludes a firewall to deter hacking. can cause damage — full marks.
12"”'1 Prevention & PrOteC- rom: The Royal Bank of Scotland Group <customer.security@rbs.co.uk=> [
. wubject: RBS Bank Account MNotification
tion Features
1. Safe Search, Safe Surf. McAfee McAfee SiteAdvisor Warning
. . . . This e-mail message contains potentially unsafe links to these sites:
SiteAdvisor adds ratings to websites to sauditravelguide.com {more info)

help you avoid online dangers.
2. Home License Subscription Service.
Automatically delivers the latest soft-

ware features and threat updates and ;ng,,,B§ Maks it happer
lets you easily manage security sub-

scriptions for all your PCs.

3. Stops Viruses. Blocks and removes Customer Service:
viruses and even stops them before they Dear Member,
even get to yOUr PC. When signing on to Online Banking, ¥ou or somebody else have
4. StOpS Hackers. Protects and conceals made several login attemps and reached your daily limit.
As an additional security measure your access to Online Banking
yOUr CompUter from hackers. has been Iimited. this web selcurity measure does not affect your
5. Blocks Spyware. Blocks spyware be- phone banking or ATM banking.
fore it installs on your Computer and click on login to Restore Your Account Access and follow the steps
removes existing spyware. e I

6. Improves PC Health. Cleans clutter off
your computer so it stays healthy and

secure. Thank you for using RBS!

7. Secures Your Identity. Guards your Thegibyel Baikotscotlandroup
identity from online fraud scams and
identity thieves. P

8. Prevents Spam & Email Scams. Shields

you from junk email Phishing e-mail: |1 don’t have a Royal Bank of Scotland account so am immediately suspicious. To

confirm my suspicions McAfee Total Protection highlights it as suspect. Which means you Log in

9. Protects Children Online. Filters offen- here at your peril! Clicking (more info) in the Warning Box provides the following — see below.
sive content, pictures, and websites. Povacy poicy | Terma ol verviea | Uckloa Hars
10. Backs Up & Restores Files. Automated § . L
back-up and one-click restore to protect McAfee SiteAdvisor
your photos, music and important files.
11. Home Network Protection. Monitors www.saudi_travelgulide.comfincludelLogin.html may try to
your entire network for security weak- steal your information.
nesses, and Iets you easily Share flles Having clicked for Why were you redirected to this page? When we visted 1his site, we Tound [ may be
. . aesigned to trick you Inte submitting your financial or personal information 1o oniing Scammers.
and printers. (more info) — This is a serious securily threat which could lead to identity hefl, financial losses or olher
. . see above — ars
12. SiteAdvisor Plus. Extends safety rat- - - o perond
. . . . . McAfee Site Advi © More aboul pheshing’ attacks " 5 .
ings to links in emails and instant mes- sor informs you e
sages, and actively shields your PC (right) more i
from dangerous websites. about this dodgy oo SRR e ol
site that will tl’y Jow 1o override this phishing warming lor this site:
Additional Benefits to steal your per-
. sonal details.
e Redesigned for You. Scan your com-
puter, check for updates and configure
your security settings using the new
- - - 2 0 Not W from the me
McAfee Security Center. This essential, " mseiop mpen ORI
ide. cominchudeLogin.Mml” back into
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
easy-to-use program gives you one-
click access to your computer’s security
information.

e Always On, Always Protecting. 24/7
virus and threat protection from
McAfee Avert Labs continuously moni-
tors worldwide virus activities and
provides immediate anti-virus protec-
tion and removal solutions.

e Always Upgrading, Always Updat-
ing. Daily updates are installed auto-
matically. When new versions are
available, you get them automatically at
no charge during your subscription,
ensuring that you always have up-to-
date protection.

e Convenient, Ongoing Protection.
McAfee offers a variety of renewal
options to keep your McAfee protection
current.

e Real People, Real Help. Support from
McAfee’s computer security experts,
via Internet chat, e-mail and phone.
(www.mcafeehelp.com).

Installation

McAfee Total Protection 2008 comes
with licences that allow installation on
three computers, which is fine if you have a
desktop and notebook and perhaps a kids
computer too, so this a useful bonus, but
not unusual because during the last 12-
months or so most other AntiVirus and
Security Suite software vendors have
adopted a similar 3-computer licence pol-
icy.

Installation went well if a little slowly,
taking 25-minutes before it was fully up
and running, possibly because Total Secu-
rity performs a basic virus scan prior to
installing any of its many features which
ensures your computer is virus-free before
installation.

Click on the McAfee icon in the taskbar
and you are presented with a box showing
the four categories of computer protection:

1. Computer & Files

2. Internet & Network
3. E-mail & IM

4. Parental Controls

Click on the relevant box to see the cur-
rent protection, with a further box that links
to the appropriate configuration menu.

The most important features from my
point of view are the Anti-Virus protection,
Firewall, AntiPhising advisor and SpyWare
protection. In use all worked as expected.
The automatic update feature worked well
and in the background with no noticeable
hit on resources. Updates are made known
by a small animated (rotating) McAfee icon
on the taskbar as anti-virus signatures and
other updates are being downloaded and
installed. At the conclusion of updates a
larger box on your desktop notifies you that
updates have been downloaded and in-
stalled.

The Antivirus tools are very
effective and scans are carried out
on files on access, when
downloading an e-mail attach-
ment, on demand, and on sched-
ule.

I have a fairly full set of hard
disks and a full ‘on demand’ virus
and spyware scan took around 45-
minutes.

As in previous versions McAfee
refer to threats as Potentially Un-
wanted Programs (PUPs). At the
conclusion of a scan its wise to
check the results and decide if any
of the found PUPs need removing
(not an easy task for a novice).
Although Virus files are deleted
automatically there are some pro-
grams that McAfee has decided
are potential threats. These are
flagged with the option to “Trust”
or “Remove.”

As can be seen from the screen
shots on the previous page and
alongside, in use McAfee Total
Protection 2008 appeared to
cover most threats in a more
than adequate manner in that
Phishing e-mails were detected,
Viruses and my pet test Trojan
were identified with the warning
box asking whether it should be
deleted. | also trying installing
known adware and spyware,
both of which were detected.

Daily updates were done
seamlessly in the background
with a minimal effect on re-
sources.

Conclusion

| wasn’t too happy with last
year’s McAfee 2007 offering, it
disagreed with some of Vista’s
features and interfered with and
clashed with the anti-spam fea-
tures of Windows Mail. How-
ever McAfee Total Protection
2008 has definitely rectified
some the earlier version’s foi-
bles and is a well specified and
comprehensive protection pack-
age.

For a novice it’s simple and
easy to use, offering all the
none-intervention features re-
quired to keep your computer
safe and free of nasties. For
experts, once you start digging
there are plenty of features to
keep you happy and protected.

Have a look at the screen shots
to see what it’s capable of doing.
Pricing and Availabil-
ity

Total Prbtection

with SiteAdvisor™ Plus

fime Threats.

y Thieves, Spammars and Predators,
ckers and Spyware.

icand Files.

2-in-1

PREVENTION &
onN

Hew Classical Mk Compatation

e Ir——
2

Rl @ Settings+
B~ B v @ [ Page v G Toos - @ B

Another useful tool for the paranoid is the Site Advisor. If
the site you are visiting is deemed safe McAfee SiteAdvisor
flags it with a green box as shown above....

Feedback from credible users suggests
that downloads on this site may conkain
what some people would consider
adware, spyware, of other potentially
urtsanted prograris.

Wiews site details Mewer warm an this site

...However a dubious site is flagged in red with an additional
red-ringed pop-up box showing there may be trouble ahead
if you proceed further.

Amazon.co.uk for £50.98 inc VAT and

delivery.
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Nero 8

Reviewed by Laurence Fenn

|

The new version of Nero has grown in
size and requirements from its predeces-
sors. Whereas Nero 7 would only need
Windows 98 or better running on a
800MHz Pentium 11l processor with
128MB of RAM, Nero 8 needs Windows
2000 SP4 or later. On top of this you will
need a 1GHz Pentium Il processor,
256MB of RAM (512MB for Vista), 1.5GB
of available hard disk space and DirectX
9.0C or higher.

Installation

Installation still seems to take ages, even
using the default settings. InCD, the packet
writing software, is still not included by
default, which has been the case for some
time now. It can conflict with other soft-
ware, and with the price of discs so cheap,
the ability to drop files onto a CD/DVD
like a hard disc seems a bit old fashioned.

Mero Manuals

@ Mero BackItUp [English Manual]

3 EQ Iero Burning ROM [English Manual]
E—Q Mero BurnRights [English Manual]
@ Mero ControlCenter [English Manual]
@ Mero CoverDesigner [English Manual]

Mero DriveSpeed [English Manual]

) Mero Tookkit

Mero BackItUp

“{%‘" Nera Burning ROM

B Mero CoverDesigner
“{-{f" Mero Express

A Nero MediaHome

@ Mera PhotosSnap

i, Mero PhotoSnap Wiswer
#4 Nero Recods

Mera Express [English Manual]
Mero ImageDrive [English Manual]

EIELCE

Mero InfoTool [English Manual]
@ Mero MediaHome [English Manual]
[' :o MNero ShowTime @ Meto PhotoSnap [English Manual]
m Mero SoundTrax @ Mero Recode [English Manual]

I‘I{ Nero Vision @ Mera Rescuedgent [English Manual]
@ Mera ShowTime [English Manual]
@ Mera SoundTrax [English Manual]
E—Q et Vision [English Manual]

@ Mero WaveEditor [English Manual]
@ Mero Home [English Manual]

@ Mero StarkSmart [English Manual]

42/ Mero WaveEditor
ﬂ’ Mero Home

£ MNero StartSmart

Start Menu Shortcuts:

The Start Menu shortcuts have been
changed to show just the applications in the
program folder, then a sub menu for the
toolkit apps (all eight of them, including the
new Rescue Agent), and the manuals. All
but three are help files and the remaining
three out of the nineteen listed are PDFs.

.II

Nero BurningROM:

The main application, Nero BurningROM
hasn’t really changed at all. There’s a new
overlay animation when you start the pro-
gram, and the icons have changed in the
program itself, but it works pretty much the

neros

Create and Manage Your Digytal Lty

same way. When using RW discs, Nero
always checks if the disc is empty and of-
fers to erase the data if it is not. There is a
Quick or Full option, but when you are
burning a disc, it uses the quick one. It
makes the process very easy as it handles
the disc for you, wiping it before burning
the new data.

One of the many small niggles with the
software is that creating a disc image still
only gives you the option of using the
Nero’s NRG format. You can load and
write standard 1SO images to disc, but
unlike many other CD programs you cannot
create your own ISO images.

The log file after burning a disc doesn’t
say how long the process took. The pro-
gress window has an estimate, but it would
be nice to know exactly how long it took.
The log is shown in a window underneath
the burning completed dialog, but | could-
n’t find a way of permanently switching it
off. There is a detail button that will hide it,
but as | tend to verify the discs | burn, |
rarely need to see the log.

but the bug of showing incorrect size of files
and folders when creating a Standard data disc
booklet with a template is still there. Nero
Express looks different, but functions exactly
the same, giving a simple way to access the
main features of BurningROM application

{3 ero SLattmat =

Nero Express

Some of the programs have had very little
change. The Back Up program has a few
more file filters and encryption algorithms
but other than that there is no difference
between this and previous versions. The
Cover Designer has some new templates

nero |
Ry Complete your
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Nero StartSmart

The program that has seen the most change
is Nero StartSmart. Previous versions relied
on the front-end interface to steer users to the
appropriate component program. There were
problems as you had to double back if you
chose the wrong path. The redesigned Smart-
Start incorporates some common functions.
You can now rip audio files, copy discs, and
burn audio and data discs without having to
leave the navigation aid. The options are bet-
ter organized and easier to access. Shortcuts to
the frequently used applications in the collec-
tion are helpful, but when you use SmartStart
you have fewer options. If you want to use all
the whole options available you should use the
full programs.

Nero Home looks and functions like Win-
dows Media Center, but does not require a
Windows Media Center PC to run as the host.
A wizard leads you through a set-up process
that includes selecting your country, language,
background appearance, font size and any
television/radio tuner that is identified by the
program. You will then need to let the soft-
ware scan your system for various types of
media files and channels detected by the tuner
if you have one. This process is rather time
consuming but does need to be carried out in
order to gain the full benefit of this software
that can manage home entertainment needs by
playing, cataloguing media files and offering
search capabilities.

Additional tools available in Nero bundle
give the user a chance to test the health of the
disc drives with DiscSpeed, reduce noise of
the drive with DriveSpeed, assign which users
have burn rights with Nero BurnRights or
learn the insides of your computer with Nero
InfoTool.

Because the new data-recovery tool, Nero
RescueAgent, is a toolkit utility, it is inacces-
sible from SmartStart, as are all the toolkit
applications. The program can recover files

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

that were incorrectly or incompletely writ-
ten to a CD or DVD. Through a very sim-
ple interface, you select the drive with the
damaged disc, choose the files you want to
retrieve, and select the directory to which
you want to save them. With multi-session
discs formatted using a packet-writing UDF
file system, you may also be able to recover
older versions of the deleted data.

L s Rrsurbgrmt =
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Nero Rescue Agent

DVD creation is available in Nero Burn-
ingROM and Nero Recode deals with ma-
nipulating them. All the options have re-
mained the same so you can recode a DVD
to DVD, recode only main movie (DVD
movie ripping), compile a DVD with DVD
files on your computer or recode DVD to
MP4 format. Although Blu-ray and HD
DVD playback isn’t new to Nero (it was
introduced as an upgrade to version 7), the
company has broadened its support. If you
have a Blu-ray recorder, you can create a
BD-AV (Blu-ray Disc Audio/Visual) disc
encoded with DV or MPEG-2 video files.
You can then play the BD-AV disc either
on your PC by using the included Nero

Showtime component or on a standalone
Blu-ray player. Nero 8 can also burn Blu-
ray data discs.

Mo .

Nero Vision

The video editor in Nero Vision is fairly
basic. You’re limited to just one video and
two audio tracks. This latest version of
Nero Vision is also YouTube and MySpace
friendly. Enter your log-in and password
and you can easily import or export video
files from within Nero Vision. It is no sub-
stitute for a full video editing program,
however.

The 2D and 3D menu templates help you
create and burn video CD and DVD pro-
jects. The 3D menus are impressive but you
have to remember that they take up quite a
bit of room on the disc, leaving less space
for your video files. You can quickly pre-
view how the 3D menus would interact
with your video files by using Nero Vi-
sion’s simulated remote control (which
resembles the remote that ships with stand-
alone DVD players).

Apart from the interface change and
SmartStart, there only seems to be the odd

tweak here and there. The installation is still a
mess, taking far too long to install. I had prob-
lems with file associations changing for video
and graphic files, as Nero wants to handle
everything. I’'m happy with Media Player
playing the videos and my graphics programs
looking after my pictures. Media Player can
also rip music from CDs, so that’s another
function Nero didn’t need to include. With all
the extra templates included, the installation
disc is now a DVD rather than a CD (there’s
around 990MB of setup files). Printed docu-
mentation is sparse; you get a few pages of
set-up instructions in the multi-language
Quickstart Guide, but for more detailed infor-
mation regarding the various applications, you
need to access one of the many on-line manu-
als installed to your hard drive.

If you don’t have any video, graphic or au-
dio programs, and you don’t have any of the
previous versions, then Nero 8 can provide
everything you need. However, if you have
older versions of Nero, in particular version 7,
there is little point in upgrading.

System Requirements

Windows XP (SP1 or later), Windows XP
Media Center Edition, Windows Vista. Gadg-
ets are not available for Windows Vista x64,
Nero ImageDrive currently supports Windows
2000 and Windows XP (32 Bit only), Win-
dows XP Professional x64, Windows Vista
x64 (all applications except InCD, and Nero
Scout work in the x86 emulator, which allows
32-hit applications to run).

Pricing and Availability

Amazon.co.uk for £46.98 inc VAT and de-
livery.

MS Flight Simulator X Acceleration Expansion Pack

Last month Microsoft released their first
expansion pack for Flight Simulator in
years, called Flight Simulator X — Accel-
eration Expansion Pack. The Acceleration
Pack introduces new features, including
multiplayer air racing, new missions, and
three all-new aircraft, the F/A-18A Hornet,
EH-101 helicopter and the P-51 Mustang.

New scenery enhancements cover Berlin,
Istanbul, Cape Canaveral and the Edwards
Air Force Base, providing high accuracy
both in the underlying photo texture and in
the detail given to the 3D objects.

Developed by ACES Studio, “Flight
Simulator X: Acceleration” adds a wealth
of new content and features, allowing gam-
ers to race against each other in highly-
detailed locations around the world. Avia-
tors are able to test their skills and heroism
in many new missions while enjoying three
exciting new aircraft and the ability to
share rewards, photos and videos with
friends and the broader flight simulator
community. Flight Simulator X — Accel-
eration takes advantage of Windows Vista

Games
for Windows

DVD

as well as DirectX 10.

“Flight Simulator X” is required to use
“Flight Simulator X — Acceleration Expan-
sion Pack”. FSX was released in October 2006
and was the subject of a full review in the
December 2006 issue of ROM.

So What's New?

Challenge friends in the new racing mode,
or test your flight skills in the 20 new missions
like being a NASA test pilot, performing
search and rescue on an ocean liner, or navi-

| gating a whiteout blizzard in the backcountry.

hnw.nsnl nin

Tudios

-_ Also included are six new scenery maps in-
¢ cluding the well-known Red Bull Air Race

courses, and three new planes: the F/A-18A
Hornet, EH-101 Helicopter and WWII P-51D
Mustang.

More Information

For more information about “Flight Simula-
tor X” and “Flight Simulator X: Accelera-
tion,” please visit www.microsoft.com/games/
flightsimulatorx and www.fsinsider.com.

(Continued on page 8)
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Shortly before this issue of ROM went to
press your editor was sent a copy by Micro-
soft’s Games Press PR agency. It wasn’t a
fully boxed product but appeared to be an
in-house pre-release version on DVD.
However, this did allow me to have a peek
at what’s new, let me make a few com-
ments and observations and allow me to
grab a few screen shots.

It's Hard

I must say that even my 4,000-hours of
flying with the RAF wasn’t much help
when trying to land a F/A 18 Hornet on an
aircraft carrier, for some reason | always
manage to miss the arrestor cables, so con-
clude Navy life is not for me. | faced simi-
lar problems when it came to landing the
EH-101 helicopter high-up in the snows of
the mountains. | never seemed to get the
descent right and wound-up by being
wound-around as the main rotor bashed
into the mountainside. The WWII P-51
Mustang was much better, | raced around
the Reno aerial race circuit against com-

The new EH-101 in US Coast Guard colours

W

At least | managed a nice leisurely EH-101 sightseeing flight along the Thames without crash-
ing!
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puter generated Al racers, but haven’t as
yet managed to be the winner, but I’m still
practicing! Air racing pundits will say | am
too high banking around the turns, but at
least | survived.

Finally the Red Bull racing circuits are
distinctly dangerous. Banking around in-
flated pylons is even harder than all the
other missions in Acceleration Pack; | just
crashed as regularly as clockwork each
time as | tried to fly between the pylons and
immediately banked to aim for the next set
of pylons. Either the wings of the plane are
too long or the pylons are too short, doing
90-degree banks at 150-knots whilst
twenty-feet above ground left me wanting
to go back to flying a nice slow Cessna or
Mooney, where the ground comes up to
meet you at a nice steady pace rather than
the extremes demanded of Red Bull racing,
where everything happens in split-second
timing.

A Speedy F/A 18 Hornet
Mind you | was impressed by the speed

. X
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Direct X 10 preview
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of the F/A 18 — take-off from RAF Northholt
in northwest London, leave full power on and
by the time you’ve reached Wembley stadium
you are whizzing along at one and a half times
the speed of sound — an unlikely real-life
scenario, but it’s an impressive illustration of
what a modern toy for the boys can do. Its also
worth mentioning that although the F/A 18
comes in authentic US Navy (and other coun-
tries liveries), its not possible to fire its guns
or drop bombs on a potential enemy.

Cocked-up Textures

Disappointingly Microsoft’s Acceleration
Expansion Pack has re-introduced a prob-
lem that came with the original FSX pro-
gram. When it was released and flying in
and around London over the Thames there
were a variety of false land-masses with the
Thames blocked by dry land-bridges,

bridges where bridges don’t exist (for ex-
ample there are two false bridges just to the
west of the Dome) in reality of course there
are no bridges at all between the M25 QEII
Bridge at Dartford and Tower Bridge in the

=i

The F/A-18 Hornet sits awaiting a catapulted carrier take-off

city. Not too long after FSX was released
Microsoft issued a FSX patch to resolve this
glaring anomaly and later still a Service
Pack (SP1), but installation of the Accelera-
tion Pack has re-introduced this glitch. See
the Tower Bridge picture on the next page
for an illustration of the problem.

Demo

As a bonus and as we have a little time at
the December Group meeting before the
start of the Christmas Quiz, and assuming
we can drag you away from scoffing the
warm Christmas Mince Pies your editor will
take Flight Simulator X — Acceleration
Expansion Pack for a short flight to demon-
strate its capabilities.

In the meantime here and on the next page
are some screen shots to whet your appetite.

Pricing and Availability

£17.98 from Amazon.co.uk inc VAT and
free delivery



Red Bull held one of their Air Races at the Dome last July. Here | am Here I’'m doing my ‘show spectacular’ flying between the uprights and
emulating the run-in to the Dome — observe the superb water tex- under the top walkway of Tower Bridge, but note the false landmass in
ture. the river.

. . 1 — Wi i i -
Following the Green “Follow-me” arrows en-route to a Winter Success! — Winter mountain rescue with the help of the EH-101

Mountain rescue mission.

Roxio Launches Easy Media Creator 10

Easy Media Creator 10

The review copy of Easy Media Creator
10 arrived a little to late for a review in this
issue of ROM, however your editor’s first
look and impressions are positive and a full
review will follow in the next issue of
ROM.

In the meantime Roxio have issued an
informative Press Release that covers the
program’s main features.

The latest version of Easy Media Creator is
the ideal complement to Windows Vista. With
a stunning new Aero user interface, it is easier
than ever for consumers to manage their digi-
tal content from one project to the next,
whether it is burning a DVD or uploading
videos to YouTube. Creator 10 also includes
great new Gadgets for Windows Vista, which
make it incredibly convenient for users to
capture internet and PC audio streams and
convert their media files into their preferred
format for easy playback on popular mobile
devices, like the iPhone or Microsoft Zune.

“We are pleased to have a working relation-
ship with Roxio, a global provider of digital
NG : media software,” said Dave Wascha, director
Thel_r Dlg_lt_a_l Llfestyle. . of marketing for Windows Vista at Microsoft

Roxio, a division of Sonic Solutions, the Corp. “Microsoft recognises Sonic’s commit-

leader in digital media software, has o - ) ) ment to delivering quality solutions that en-
launched Easy Media Creator 10, a sub- ~ media suite Certified for Windows Vista,  hance our users’ experience with Windows

stantial upgrade to the company’s flagship  Easy Media Creator 10 provides all of the Vista.”
suite of digital media applications that en-  tools users need to express their digital
ables consumers to quickly and easily turn  lives. Roxio Easy Media Creator 10 is
their photos, video and music into impres-  available now in retail stores and from
sive multi-media projects that can be shared  Roxio direct at www.roxio.co.uk for £59.99
on CD, DVD, the Web, or a range of mo- inc VAT.

bile devices. The only complete digital (Continued on page 10)
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New Windows Vista-Tuned
Software Suite Helps Con-
sumers Get the Most Out of

In conjunction with the launch of Easy Me-
dia Creator 10, Roxio is introducing Roxio
MyMoments, a program designed to help
educate consumers on how to make the most



(Continued from page 9)

of their digital lives. More than just online
video tutorials, the MyMoments program
starts with informational articles covering a
broad spectrum of topics such as tips on
buying and using a digital camcorder and
how to capture great indoor photographs,
and then moves on to step-by-step guides
that lead users through the process of com-
pleting a wide range of personal digital-
media projects. MyMoments also incorpo-
rates project examples that are designed to
inspire  creative experimentation. The
Roxio MyMoments program is available to
all consumers at Roxio.com and will be
delivered directly to Easy Media Creator
users through Roxio Central, the suite’s
Web-aware “Home Page.”

“Easy Media Creator has always pro-
vided digital media enthusiasts with the
tools, features, and controls which users of
any experience level need to easily create,
manage, and enjoy photos, music, and vid-
eos,” said Mark Ely, executive vice presi-
dent of strategy, Sonic Solutions.
“Understanding that the audience for digital
media activities and devices is expanding,
Roxio is going a step further with the
launch of Creator 10 to provide not only the
state-of-the-art digital media software tools
designed for the broadest range of users,
but also the training and creative inspiration
consumers need to get the most out of their
digital lives.”

Feature Highlights:

Mobile Companion: Roxio Easy Media
Creator 10 includes a range of features to

help users optimise their mobile enjoyment
of personal digital media content. For ex-
ample, Mobile Phone Doctor quickly and
easily corrects problems common to photos
taken with cell phone cameras, while Mo-
bile PhotoFit optimises digital photos for
mobile device displays. In addition, Creator
10’s Media Manager enables users to syn-
chronise media between the desktop and
their portable devices such as iPods, Black-
Berrys, PSPs, and other popular mobile
devices.

Enhanced Audio Enjoyment

New in Easy Media Creator 10 is the
Batch Audio Converter which saves users’
time by automatically converting popular
audio file types into a single desired format.
Multi-CD Ripper enables consumers to use
optical drives in parallel to quickly copy
their entire CD collection to their PC. Crea-
tor’s already impressive music capabilities
are also enhanced with a new AutoMix
feature. AutoMix dynamically generates a
perfect playlist that can be saved on a CD,
DVD, or sent to a mobile player for enjoy-
ment during a long flight or a social gather-
ing. Roxio Sound Editor now supports VST
plug-ins for expanded audio effects and
mixing capabilities, and with the DVD
Music Album, consumers can create 50-
hour music DVDs complete with on-screen
navigation that now offers new profession-
ally-designed menu templates.

Video Editing and Publishing

Beyond the unrivalled editing power
offered in the 32-track timeline, complete

with batch video-segment removal, timeline
markers, and automatic tools for correcting
colour or removing background noise, users
can now easily add the perfect sound track
with SmartSound. Users simply select the
music they like and it is automatically added
and adjusted to fit the length of their produc-
tion. Keeping pace with users’ desire to share
creations with the world, Easy Media Creator
10 also enables consumers to send their fin-
ished project to YouTube with one click. Ad-
ditionally, the suite now provides new menu
styles, menu navigation capabilities, and a
“Fit-to-Disc” auto encoding option that auto-
matically optimises video quality based on
available disc space.

Data Protection

Easy Media Creator 10 supports the widest
range of backup devices and media including
single and dual-layer Blu-ray Discs and HD
DVDs, and comes with a new feature that
allows users to archive non-protected iPod
music and video files to any PC. Easy Media
Creator also enables consumers to protect only
the files that have been changed since the last
known backup and will even automatically
prompt users to archive data when an external
Hard Drive is connected.

Pricing and Availability

Roxio Easy Media Creator 10 is available in
retail stores worldwide and directly from
Roxio at www.roxio.co.uk for £59.99 inc
VAT. Registered owners of Roxio and Sonic
products may be eligible for special upgrade
offers.

New Year’s Resolution — Five Ways to Speed up Your PC

by Geoff Arnold
|

It’s the time of year when one can and
should make a New Year’s Resolution. As
computer users’ one easy way to keep your
PC running sweetly is to use some of Win-
dows simple built in maintenance tools, so
why not resolve to do a few simple tasks to
make the most of your computers capabili-
ties?

By following a few simple guidelines,
you can maintain your computer and keep
it healthy by using the simple tools that
come with Windows XP (with Service Pack
2) or Windows Vista, you can efficiently
maintain your computer and safeguard your
privacy when you’re online.

Free up Disk Space

By freeing disk space, you can improve
the performance of your computer. The
Disk Cleanup tool helps you free up space
on your hard disk. The utility identifies
files that you can safely delete, and then
enables you to choose whether you want to
delete some or all of the identified files.

Use Disk Cleanup to:
1. Remove temporary Internet files.

2. Remove downloaded program files
(such as Microsoft ActiveX controls
and Java applets).

3. Empty the Recycle Bin.

4. Remove Windows temporary files.

5. Remove optional Windows components
that you don’t use.

6. Remove installed programs that you no
longer use.

Tip: Typically, temporary Internet files
take the most amount of space because the
browser caches each page you visit for
faster access later.

To use Disk Cleanup

1. Click Start, point to All Programs,
point to Accessories, point to System
Tools, and then click Disk Cleanup. If
several drives are available, you might

Disk Cleanup

Diek Cleanup iz calculsting how much space pou will be
- able to free on [C:]. This may take a few minctes ba
complet

e

be prompted to specify which drive you
want to clean.

2. In the Disk Cleanup for dialog box, scroll
through the content of the Files to delete
list.

3. Choose the files that you want to delete.
4. Clear the check boxes for files that you

= Disk Cleanup for (C:)

{ Disk Cleanup | More Options |

" ‘fiou can use Disk Claanup bo fres up to 4,344,138 KB of desk
space on (T}
Filect oy hedate:
173 0ffice Setup Files
#/ Recycle Bin

[ 8] Setup Log Filee
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Total amount of disk space pou gan:
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The WebChard/Publisher sarvice mantain: & cache of accessed

fies on this disk. These fles are kept locally for performance
reasons only, and can be deleted safels.

]I Cancdl

Page 10 ROM December 2007 — January 2008



(Continued from page 10)
don’t want to delete, and then click OK.

5. When prompted to confirm that you
want to delete the specified files, click
Yes.

After a few minutes, the process com-
pletes and the Disk Cleanup dialog box
closes, leaving your computer cleaner and
performing better.

Speed up Access to Data

Disk fragmentation slows the overall
performance of your system. When files are
fragmented, the computer must search the
hard disk when the file is opened to piece it
back together. The response time can be
significantly longer.

Disk Defragmenter is a Windows utility
that consolidates fragmented files and fold-
ers on your computer’s hard disk so that
each occupies a single space on the disk.
With your files stored neatly end-to-end,
without fragmentation, reading and writing
to the disk speeds up.

When to run Disk Defragmenter: In
addition to running Disk Defragmenter at
regular intervals — monthly is optimal —
there are other times you should run it too,
such as when:

e You’ve add a large number of files.

e Your free disk space totals 15 percent
or less.

e You install new programs or a new
version of Windows.

To Use Disk Defragmenter:

1. Click Start, point to All Programs, point
to Accessories, point to System Tools,
and then click Disk Defragmenter.

Hstirushad dok 45408 bef ora delragrertaton

Extrmated Sub g wtte defvgrractation:

2. In the Disk Defragmenter dialog box,
click the drives that you want to defrag-
ment, and then click the Analyze but-
ton. After the disk is analyzed, a dialog
box appears, letting you know whether
you should defragment the analyzed
drives. Tip: You should analyze a vol-
ume before defragmenting it to get an
estimate of how long the defragmenta-
tion process will take. A badly frag-
mented disk can take hours.

To defragment the selected drive or
drives, click the Defragment button.
Note: In Windows Vista, there is no
graphical user interface to demonstrate
the progress — but your hard drive is
still being defragmented.

w

4. After the defragmentation is complete,
Disk Defragmenter displays the results.

5. To display detailed information about
the defragmented disk or partition,
click View Report.

6. To close the View Report dialog box,
click Close.

7. To close the Disk Defragmenter utility,
click the Close button on the title bar of
the window.

Detect and Repair Disk Errors
In addition to running Disk Cleanup and
Disk Defragmenter to optimize the per-
formance of your computer, you can check
the integrity of the files stored on your hard
disk by running the Error Checking utility.

As you use your hard drive, it can de-
velop bad sectors. Bad sectors slow down
hard disk performance and sometimes
make data writing (such as file saving)
difficult, or even impossible. The Error
Checking utility scans the hard drive for
bad sectors, and scans for file system errors
to see whether certain files or folders are
misplaced.

If you use your computer daily, you
should run this utility once a week to help
prevent data loss.

To Run the Error Checking

Utility:

1. Close all open files.

2. Click Start, and then click My Com-
puter.

3. In the My Computer window, right-
click the hard disk you want to search
for bad sectors, and then click Proper-
ties.

4. In the Properties dialog box, click the
Tools tab.

5. Click the Check Now button.

6. In the Check Disk dialog box, select the
Scan for and attempt recovery of bad
sectors check box, and then click Start.

7. If bad sectors are found, choose to fix
them.

21X

Check Disk Local Disk (C:)

Check disk options

[ Jautomatically Fix file system errors
[¥]5can For and attempk recovery of bad seckars:
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visit to usernames and passwords, spyware
can put you and your confidential information
at risk. In addition to privacy concerns, spy-
ware can hamper your computer’s perform-
ance.

To combat spyware, you might want to con-
sider using Microsoft Windows Defender,
which is included in Windows Vista, and is
available as a free download for Microsoft XP
SP2. Alternatively, there are other free anti-
spyware software programs available.

Learn All About ReadyBoost

If you’re using Windows Vista, you can use
ReadyBoost to speed up your system. A new
concept in adding memory to a system, it al-
lows you to use non-volatile flash memory —
like a USB flash drive or a memory card — to
improve performance without having to add
additional memory.

Windows ReadyBoost

£) Microsoft Press Pack (i

I Tools I Hardware I
ReadyBoost | Morton Ghost I

customize |

Speed up your system by utilizing the availzble space
on this device.

Space to reserve for system speed:

—{) [ =Em

Tip: Only select the “Automatically fix
file system errors™ check box if you think
that your disk contains bad sectors.

Protect Your Computer
Against Spyware

Spyware collects personal information
without letting you know and without ask-
ing for permission. From the Web sites you

While the device is being used for system speed the
reserved space will not be available for file storage.

Windows recommends reserving 1580 MB for
optimal performance.

Please read our privacy statement {online!

(o J[ conal
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Windows ReadyBoost
memory and boosts performance.

improves system

Adding system memory (typically referred
to as RAM) is often the best way to improve a
PC’s performance, since more memory means
more applications are ready to run without
accessing the hard drive. However, upgrading
memory can be difficult and costly, and some
machines have limited memory expansion
capabilities, making it impossible to add
RAM.

So Windows Vista introduced Windows
ReadyBoost, a new concept in adding memory
to a system. You can use non-volatile flash
memory, such as that on a universal serial bus
(USB) flash drive, to improve performance
without having to add additional memory
“under the hood.”

The flash memory device serves as an addi-
tional memory cache — that is, memory that
the computer can access much more quickly
than it can access data on the hard drive. Win-
dows ReadyBoost relies on the intelligent

(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)
memory management of Windows Super-
Fetch and can significantly improve system
responsiveness.

It’s easy to use Windows ReadyBoost.

When a removable memory device such as
a USB flash drive or a secure digital (SD)

memory card is first inserted into a port,
Windows Vista checks to see if its perform-
ance is fast enough to work with Windows
ReadyBoost. If so, you are asked if you
want to use this device to speed up system
performance. You can choose to allocate
part of a USB drive’s memory to speed up
performance and use the remainder to store

files.

Editor’s Tip: You’ve got three weeks to go
until the New Year. The tips and the free tools
in this article really can make a difference to
the performance of your computer — so what
are you waiting for, do it now before the 1st of
January! — Ed.

Group Computer Survey

Last summer Laurence Fenn conducted a survey of the computer habits of members. We showed the
results on screen at the time and promised to publish them in ROM, so here they are.
Thanks Laurence for all you hard work in compiling and charting the results which are displayed here.

’;Nlndows 95

. 7%
¥ Windows 98
7%

Windows Vista

Windows ME
7%
Windows2000
7%

Windows XP
43%

Eset NOD 32
7.7%

29%

Operating Systems Used:

Design Web Pages
Email

Buy Online

Browse the Web
Create Programs
Burn CDs/DVDs
Catalogue COYDVDs
Play Games
Download Music
Creating Music
Watching Videos/DV Ds
Video Editing
Fhato Editing

Accounting

100%

Word Processing

100%

What’s do you use your Computer for?
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Anti-Virus Products Used

4 A Netscape
7%

Internet Explorer
53%

Firefox
27%

Web Browsers Used



